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Jeff Shaw of Baton Rouge has five solar
panels in his backyard, enough to power

By AMY WOLD four rooms of his home. Shaw’s house

Advocate staff writer will be one of several in Baton Rouge

Published: Sep 29, 2007 - Page: 1B featured during the Tour of Solar Homes
on Oct. 6.

Solar energy isn't just for hippies anymore, whishvhat
solar energy proponents hope to show during tha foartion
of a National Tour of Solar Homes on Oct 6.

Organized by the Louisiana Solar Energy Society ftee
solar home tour schedule and sign-up is available a
http://www.lses.org and includes numerous homezaiton
Rouge and across the state. These are houseselzditendy
using some form of solar energy production eitbendat their
pools or some portion of the buildings.

Jeff Shaw, director of the Louisiana Solar Energgi&y and
president of the Gulf South Solar business, sayd @
interested in taking the self-guided tour is askecegister so
homeowners know approximately how many people lvll
attending between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Oct. 6.

Shaw said the Louisiana Solar Energy Society forme®99

with Shaw as president while he continued his dayas an

electronics engineer. About three and a half yages Shaw

said he’d been getting so many questions about snkrgy

and how to install it that he left his engineerjolg and formed
Gulf South Solar.

Shaw said he’s expecting a high amount of intarefte tour this year based on the number of pewple
have registered for a home solar workshop this ee@kThe free workshop is full at 50 people, buavikaid
an additional workshop is planned next month bezafishe large response.

“We didn't anticipate this type of crowd,” Shaw gai

Part of the popularity, he said, is a new statectaxlit program that takes effect Jan. 1 and allpeaple to get
50 percent credit on purchase and installatiorolzreenergy for the first $25,000 cost of the syste

“Everyone now is very excited about getting 50 patanoney back on solar energy,” Shaw said.

The tax credit applies to residential solar eneygtems purchased and installed by a certifie@liestafter
Jan. 1, he said. In addition, homeowners and bsis@secan take advantage of an additional 30 peiaent
credit from the federal government through the @n2008, he said. The state’s tax credit prograssdi have
an end date attached to it, he said.



“We don't think they're (the Legislature) expectit@yget a big run on this, and we think they’rengpio be
surprised,” Shaw said.

Now people are looking for more information aboowtsolar works and what it can do, said Justin Ris)n
business development manager for Gulf South Sielany people don’t realize that even if solar enasgy
installed, the homes are still connected to theesanergy grid they always have been and have the saergy
security. What solar allows some homes to do idala energy from the grid during sunny times efday
and even give back energy to the grid if more petida than use occurs.

Most homes will only have a “stand-alone” systemuio maybe a living room or den, not an entire leohe
said.

The upcoming tax credit makes these alternative® mtbractive, and Runnels said about half the ploatis
he gets from interested homeowners concern whaatheredit can provide.

“People don’t want to be left out,” he said.

Buddy Justice, environmental consultant with tlaéesDepartment of Natural Resources, said theeoffat a
number of calls soon after the Legislature apprdhedax credit. However, that interest has dropgfé€dh the
past month or so.

“I think once a few people start doing it, the net&t will increase,” he said.

One of the main roadblocks in the past for peogie were interested in solar energy was the stiskeck of
how much the systems cost, he said.

“This tax credit is really going to do a lot,” haid.

Shaw said the $25,000 cap can purchase a 3 kilewstitm, which is how solar energy is measured. A 3
kilowatt system is one that can produce 3 kilowattgsower every hour during sunlight hours. Becatise
typical to get an average of 5 hours of sun thatimused by the system everyday, that meanslav8aki
system can produce an average of 15 kilowatts 45d@00 watts — a day.

The best way to know how much of a home’s energybsasupplied by this size of a system would Hedé
at an individual home’s current energy use.

This size of a system takes up about 300 squarefeeof space, Runnels said.

“If you have a roof and it's facing south, you'regood shape,” Runnels said.



