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Louisiana Public Service Commission Passes Net Metering Rules 
�  
November 30, 2005 – The Louisiana Public Service Commission passed regulations for net metering in 
Louisiana which sets statewide standards for the exchange of power between Louisiana homes and 
businesses and the state’s electric utilities.   Homes or businesses that generate renewable energy will be 
able to transfer any excess to the utility company.  These standards reflect the ease in which customer-
generators may transfer excess energy back to the utility.  In return they will receive a kilowatt-hour credit 
for the excess energy that they produce.   
 
Once the customer-generator has given excess energy to the 
utility, the balance is credited to the customer’s next bill until 
the final month of connection with the utility.  At that time, 
the utility will pay the customer for the balance of any credit 
that they have with the utility.  The rate of refund will be 
equal to the “avoided cost”  or wholesale energy price. 
 
"I©m pleased that Louisiana has joined the 35 other states with 
net-metering rules that encourage homeowners and small 
businesses to generate their own electric power and lower 
their energy bills," said Foster Campbell, Louisiana Public 
Service Commissioner.  "Net-metering is a progressive step 
that will reduce pollution, increase efficiency and lessen our reliance on costly foreign oil." 
 
Louisiana©s rules require publicly owned utilities and rural electric cooperatives to offer net metering to 
residents and businesses with systems that generate renewable energy.  Residents and businesses may not 
exceed 25 kW and 100 kW respectively to qualify for net metering.  
 
In the rare occasion that the customer-generator does not have a meter capable of net metering, utilities 
must provide customers with a meter that can measure the flow of electricity in both directions. Utilities 

must pay for the cost of the meter itself, but 
customer-generators must pay for the installation, 
testing and interconnection of the meter. 
 
Micah Walker Parkin, program director for the 
Alliance for Affordable Energy, said, “We 
commend the LPSC for the exemplary rules and 
regulations that they developed, which will give 
homeowners and business owners who wish to 
install renewable energy systems, such as solar 
panels, additional value for their investments.”  
 
Granting net metering customers “avoided cost”  
value for the excess electricity they produce 
fulfills the Louisiana legislature’s intent to 
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“encourage the use of renewable energy…and foster investment in emerging renewable technologies to 
stimulate economic development “  by increasing the economic value of their renewable energy investment. 
 
Jeff Shaw, director of the Louisiana Solar Energy Society (LSES) said “ I am very pleased that the LPSC 
provided our state with a set of rules to be proud of.  Allowing excess generated electricity to be credited to 
the following month just makes sense.  This is the second step of a three-step plan to make renewable 
energy commonplace in Louisiana.  The first was our legislation passed in 2003, now the rules in 2005.  
The LSES goal is to have state incentives for the purchase of renewable energy systems by 2007.”  
 
 
 

Welcome Aleman Machado, Director of Programs 
 
LSES would like to welcome Aleman Machado as our Director of Programs.  Aleman is a student at 
Louisiana State University studying Political Science with a focus on environmental policy.   
 
Aleman will begin developing programs for LSES for 2006.  Some of  his goals include: 
 

1. Establish programs for lower and higher educational institutions regarding solar education. 
2. Create programs where schools can hold fundraisers to help purchase solar equipment. 
3. Create a database of all schools (public and private) that can gain advantages from solar. 
4. Enhance online tools through the LSES that teachers can access for their respective curriculum. 
5. Create a workable program to help the reconstruction efforts in Louisiana.       

 
If you have any comments, suggestions, or ideas please send them to: 
 Jeff at jeff@lses.org or Aleman at: AALMach@aol.com 
 
 
 

The Green Life Tips 
 
Although you may feel you’ve heard all the tips for saving money on your electrical bill the Green Life has 
put together some hype-free short term tips that may have you thinking differently.  The Green Life is an 
organization that helps the growing number of environmentally aware, health conscious Americans make 
informed lifestyle decisions.  Through education, outreach, and advocacy the Green Life supports a 
demand-driven movement toward sustainable consumption, while guarding against supply-side greenwash. 
 
These suggestions are based on 3 main 
components of home energy efficiency:  heat 
efficiently, manage water use, and contain 
refrigeration.   
 
 
Heat Efficiently 

·  Keep your thermostat constant and as low as comfortable. Frequently turning the thermostat up 
and down again to heat the house quickly usually overheats it, and can often use more resources 
than keeping a constant temperature. Keep it on a moderate 
temperature like 68F, and turn it down to 55F or off when you leave the house for the day or while 
sleeping. 

·  Clean your furnace filters once a month. Dirty filters restrict air flow and increase energy use. 
They also increase indoor air pollution, which can cause health problems. 

·  Check for window and door leaks and seal them up. Put a foam door stopper in front of the doors, 
and get some thick winter curtains to keep the cold out. 
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·  During a sunny cold day, keep the shades open to let the sun in, and close them at night. 
 
Manage Water Use 

·  Set your water heater to the “normal”  setting or 120F. This is as hot as you will reasonably need it, 
but doesn’ t use excess energy to heat. In addition to saving energy with this setting, your water 
heater will have a longer lifetime and need less maintenance. 

·  Insulate your water heater and the first five feet of pipe coming out of the water heater, or the 
whole length until the wall if less than five feet. This way, your heater doesn©t have to work as 
hard to reach the desired temperature. 

·  Limit your hot showers to ten minutes. Get a timer or waterproof clock for the bathroom so you 
can keep track. This also helps make sure you leave the house on time. 

 
Contain Refr igeration 

·  Don’ t hold the fridge or freezer open. Think about what you want before you open the door. 
·  If you have an industrial sized unit, consider a strip curtain that will let you see in without letting 

as much cold air out. 
·  Turn your settings down to mid-range if you open it often, low if you don©t. 
·  Check the molding on the door to make sure it closes completely and is airtight. 

 
Think Long Term 

·  Consider upgrading your furnace, replacing it with an energy efficient furnace, replacing your 
windows with energy efficient windows, or a host of other remodels. 

·  Visit these websites for more information on long term remodels: 
The Alliance to Save Energy     www.ase.org 
EPA©s ENERGY STAR program     www.thegreenlife.org/www.energystar.gov 
 

These are short term tips for today but start thinking about long-term for tomorrow. 
 
Visit The Green Life      www.thegreenlife.org    for more information and free email newsletters. 
 
 
 

Tax Credit 
 
Elizabeth Mathews with Gulf South Solar (www.gulfsouthsolar.com )wants to remind 
everybody about the solar tax credit going into effect at the first of the year.  This will 
knock 30% off of a system cost.   If you were waiting for an incentive then wait no 
more!  Get your system on order today.  There might be a shortage of panels. 

  
The Energy Policy Act of 2005 was passed by Congress on July 29, 2005 and signed into law by the 
President on August 8, 2005.  This is the first comprehensive energy legislation passed in over a decade.  
The law, among other things, includes tax incentives for solar and energy efficiency measures.  Some of the 
incentives are: 
 

�  Tax credits for residential solar photovoltaic and hot water heating systems 
�  Tax deductions for highly efficient commercial buildings 
�  Tax credits for highly-efficient new homes 
�  Tax credits for improvements to existing homes including high-efficiency air 

conditioners and equipment 
�  Tax credits for residential fuel cell systems 
�  Tax credits for fuel cell and microturbines used in a business 

 
Please keep in mind that this is a TAX CREDIT not a TAX DEDUCTION.  A tax deduction is subtracted 
from income before total tax liability is computed.  A tax credit is subtracted directly from the total tax 
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liability.  This means that a tax credit is 3 or more times more advantageous to the taxpayer than a 
deduction.   
 
The law will be taken into effect in January 2006 and is a 30% tax credit for solar power systems.  This 
means there will be a shortage of panels.  As more Americans discover the tax credit and get their systems 
the order deliveries will be delayed even more.  If you have been considering solar and have been waiting 
for an incentive, now is the time! 
 
"For anybody who has ever considered installing a solar system, Washington is telling you to do it now," 
says Rhone Resch, president of the Solar Energy Industries Association in Washington, D.C. 
 
In order to hold down the projected cost, Congress authorized the solar credits for only two years--from 
Jan. 1, 2006, through Dec. 31, 2007.  So act fast!  
 
The Energy Policy Act can be downloaded by visiting     http://www.fsec.ucf.edu/EPAct-05.htm#combldg 
Also check out     http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits for more information. 
 
 
 

Earth Day 2006 
�  
Earth Day will take place Sunday, April 22, 2006 on North Blvd. in downtown Baton Rouge and LSES will 
be there for their 7th Earth Day!  We have always been lucky enough to set up in front of the Entergy 
Building so we are easy to find. 
 
Jeff Shaw, director, will have a solar powered computer, water fountain, 
and a Solar Pathfinder instrument on display as well as different types of 
solar panels.   
 
If you would like to volunteer to sit at the table or if you have any ideas 
we would appreciate the help!  You can contact Jeff Shaw via email:  
jeff@lses.org 
   
 
 

Solar Schools  
 
NEED has teamed up with Pacific Gas and Electric Company for the 2nd year of the PG&E Solar Schools 
program.  The program helps schools in the PG&E service area access resources to train teachers, teach 
students about solar power, and introduce new activities to the classroom.  With help from the Foundation 
of Environmental Education and NEED, PG&E has developed this program to help local public schools 
with energy resources, science project grants, and supports local teachers with a specialized curriculum – at 
no cost to the schools! 
 
This year up to 20 schools will receive the donation and free installation of a new 1.3 kilowatt photovoltaic 
system that converts sunlight into electric power.  They will also receive an online monitoring tool that 
provides real-time data on the system’s activity and the amount of electricity generated.  Also these schools 
will receive the specialized curriculum, but will not be eligible for “Bright Ideas”  grants.   
 
Over 400 teachers will be awarded grants to attend the NEED energy training conferences and workshops 
and to receive classroom kits and curriculum.   
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Thanks to Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s support, over $250,000 in Bright Ideas grants will be given 
to schools for outstanding solar energy education projects. Grants of $2,500 and $5,000 grants are available 
for schools.  The NEED project wants to teach our future leaders about solar energy and the use of 
renewable resources.  To make this happen NEED teams up with PG&E to bring hands-on activities to the 
classroom, teacher training, curriculums, and more to local public schools. 
 
To read more on solar school grants visit     www.need.org 
 

   

�

�
� � �� �� �� � 	 �
 � � � � �

� �� �� � �� � 	 �	 � 
 � � � � �� 
 
 � �
�

� � �
 �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � �
� � � �� 
 � 
 �� 	 � �

� � 	 �� 
 � � �� � � �� �� � � 	 �� � � �� � 
 �� � �� �� � 	 � �� � �� � � ��  � 	 �� 	 � � �
 � �
� � � �
 �� 
 � �
 � � � 	 �� 
 � 	 � � �
 � � �� � � ���! � � �� �� � �	 � � � � � �


 � � 
 � � � � � 	 
 �� 
 " ��
 
 �" � ��
 � � 	 � � � �� 
 �� 
 �
 � � � 	 �� � � � �� �� 
 ��
 ��
� � 	 �
 � � � � ���# � � 
 �� 	 � �� � 
 �� 	 �� � �� � � �
 � � �� � 	 � � � � �$ � � � � � ��

�

� � �
 �� �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � �
� � � �� 
 � 
 �� 	 � �

� � � � �� � 
 ��
 
 � �� � � � " �" � � � ��
 " � �" � � � �� � � � � 	 
 � �� �� 	 � � %
 �
%� � � �
 � ��
 �� � � � �� � � �� � 	 � �� � � � � 	 
 � �� �� 	 � � � �� � �� 	 � � � 
 
 �� 
 � � 
 &�


 � �� 
 � �
 � 
 �� 
 " �� � � " � � �� 
 �' $ 	 � � � 
 
 �� 
 � � �( � � � � 	 
 � �� &�� ) * +&�
� 
 " �� " " �
 � �� �� �  � � �
 � � � �� �� � � � � �" � 
 �� 
 � " �� � 	 �� � � �� 
 " �� 
 � 	 �

� 
 " �� "  � � � � � �' , � 
 �� �( � � � � 	 
 � �� &�� - * +���
�

� � �
 �� � �� � �� � �� � � ����
� � � �� 
 � �� 	 � �

�� .
 �� 	 � � � ��� 
 " �� � � �� �� � �	 � � � � � �� � 	 �� " �� �� � " � � � 
 �� 	 � � �
� � � �� 
 � � �� � �
 �  � �� 
 � 	 � � ��

�
�
���

 
  Louisiana Solar Energy Society   
  5741 Menlo Drive, Baton Rouge, LA  70808 
  e-mail:  jeff@lses.org  web:  www.lses.org 
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