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Earth Day Baton Rouge Big Success 
 

Baton Rouge turned green on April 23rd this year.  The city celebrated its 17th annual Baton Rouge Earth 
Day on Sunday from noon until dark on North Boulevard and the LSES was there for our 6th year!   

Sunday’s Earth Day celebration found the LSES in our usual (and 
favorite) location in front of the Entergy building on North Blvd.  We 
had exhibits to educate attendees about a variety of solar topics such 
as PV, solar thermal, solar water pumping, solar siting, and other 
topics. The annual All Species Parade passed right in front of our 
booth and featured children and adults dressed as native Louisiana 
plants and animals with Mayor Kip Holden in the lead.  There was 
great free live music including The Iguanas, Boogie Kings and 
Deacon John.  

 “Earth Day reminds us of the need to care for the Earth not just on 
one day but every day, and the interactive activities downtown on 
Sunday allow us to have fun while learning how to make our planet a 
safer and cleaner place to live,”  said Susan Hamilton, director of 
recycling for East Baton Rouge Parish. “The main stage music lineup 
and great regional food offer plenty of opportunities to celebrate the 
beauty of our state.”  

Jeff Shaw, LSES Director added, “We handed out over 150 National Solar Tour brochures and talked to 
hundreds of people who were curious about solar.”      

Left - Aleman Machado, LSES Director of 
Programs, answers questions and collects 
emails for our mail list.   

Below - Kids watch water pumped by solar 
power 
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Solar Calculator Now Available For Free 
 

Many of the emails coming in to the LSES deal with the topic of 
solar cost.  Often members and friends of the society have wanted 
to know if solar is feasible for them.  It’s a hard queston because 
there are so many variables.   
 
Finally there is a Solar  Calculator  that can answer that question 
for each individual case and allow you to adjust the factors and 
see what happens.  It even gives the payback time for a solar 
power system!   
 
It is being made available by Gulf South Solar on their website, 
http://gulfsouthsolar.com.  When you try it, make sure you play 

with the “ Assumed Utility Inflation Rate” �which defaults currently at 3.78%. Adjust that up to see how 
quickly a system payback can be since the price of energy has been increasing.   
 
 
 

The LSES Solar Forum Has Arrived! 
 
Our LSES friends and members are scattered all over Louisiana making regular meetings difficult to hold.  
One member, Audrey Evans of New Orleans, recommended that we create a “Solar Forum” for our state.   
 
Charter member Brad Rigsby volunteered to make it happen and has succeeded.  
He designed our own custom LSES forum to be open and easy for all to use.  
It’s especially easy for those familiar with forums.  Discussions can be held, 
topics posted, and info shared easier than ever.   
 
In order for the forum to be a success it will need your help.  Sign up and post.  
Make sure you give feedback on how the forum works too.   
 
Access is easy linked from the lses.org front page or directly at www.lses.org/forum  Make sure you 
register as a user so you can get credit for your posts. 
 
 
 
 
 

Solar Grants and Loans 
 
USDA Rural Development recently published a notice in the Federal Register inviting grant and guaranteed 
loan applications for Section 9006: Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements 

Grant and Loan Program.  This program provides grant 
and guaranteed loan assistance to rural small 
businesses and agricultural producers in 
constructing renewable energy systems or making 
energy efficiency improvements to their existing 
business or farm. 
  
The grant program can fund up to 25% of eligible 
costs, maximum grant of $500,000 for a renewable 
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energy system or $250,000 for an energy efficiency improvement.  
  
Eligible renewable energy projects include systems that generate energy from wind, solar, biomass, or 
geothermal source, or that produce hydrogen derived from biomass or water using a renewable energy 
source.  Renewable energy projects can include the generation of electricity, heat, fuels, or hydrogen.  
Energy efficiency projects typically involve installing or upgrading equipment that results in significant 
reduction of energy use from current operations. 
  
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html 
   
Info provided by: 

Kevin W. Boone 
Business and Cooperative Specialist/ 
Rural Energy Coordinator  
USDA Rural Development 
3727 Government Street 
Alexandr ia, LA 71302 
Phone: (318)473-7960 
Email: kevin.boone@la.usda.gov  
 
 
   
 
 

2006 Louisiana Solar Tour of Homes    
 
It’s not too early to start talking about our 2006 Louisiana Solar Tour of Homes.  Information has already 
been arriving from ASES tour director Michael DiGrazia.  The date has been set as October 7, 2006, so 
mark your calendar.   
 
The American Solar Energy Society©s National Solar Tour opens thousands of homes and buildings 
throughout the country to educate the public on renewable energy (RE) and energy efficiency (EE) 
technologies and practices that support a sustainable energy economy.  
 

Tours show attendees how home and building 
owners provide their power needs from the 
sun/wind, save energy from building design and 
energy-efficient appliances, protect against power 
outages, and reduce their impact on the 
environment. Tours are organized through 
independent groups including ASES chapters, state 
energy offices, environmental and conservation 
groups, solar businesses and volunteers. 
 
The National Solar Tour is held on the first 
Saturday of each October, National Energy 
Awareness Month.   Information will periodically 

be updated on the website.  We are already listed on the national ASES site.  To include your home or 
business in this year’s tour, contact Jeff at the LSES, jeff@lses.org. 
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  Louisiana Solar Energy Society   
  5741 Menlo Drive, Baton Rouge, LA  70808 
  e-mail:  jeff@lses.org  web:  www.lses.org 
Director – Jeff Shaw 
Newsletter – Elizabeth Mathews 
 


