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Have you made a resolution to minimize your cartmarprint this
year? Maybe you are seeking independence or seduring a
power outage. Perhaps you've decided this is ¢fa& you want to
start lowering your electric bill. Whatever youtustion, the state
of Louisiana will now give you a tax credit up t@2500 on a solar
system. So what are you waiting for? The sooboer gystem is
installed, the faster you will start saving moneg &xperience
energy independence that many describe as addidiisg
www.findsolar.conto find a dealer and installer in your area. LSES
has established some guidelines in selecting &deal
Seehttp://Ises.org/nextstep.htrfdr more information.

Gulf South Solar of Baton Rouge, LA was recenthested by the Solar Electric Light Fund to work hwit
Brad Pitt's Make It Right group to install 45kW sdlar in the lower ®Ward. Gulf South Solar organized a
team of 34 volunteers from around Louisiana torsptaver the pink village that brightens the deviesta
area. The pink canvas structures will soon beasgal with real homes that will be occupied by rexsid
originally from the area that lost their homes iatKna. The homes will be equipped with solar posared
possibly rainwater harvesting. The donation-bgsedram, to date, has funding for 65 new energgiefit
homes. To check on the status of the homes aoriatd, go to th#ake It Rightwebsite.
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I'm part of a group that is building an off-gridnamunity
in Plaisance, LA. Our solar-electric system poveers
chest-freezer that we converted into a refrigerbyor
swapping out the thermostat, eight — 14 watt ligivster
pump, and power tools. We bought three — 85 vsstiu
solar panels for $2.00 per watt without a scraich o
them. We have four — 6 volt golf cart batterieq fhawer
a 1200 watt modified sine wave inverter. The syshas
been running for two years and has worked likeaaroh
The whole thing cost under $1000. Folks that vhsit
ecovillage are amazed at how simple solar is andaell
it works. Our web addressusvw.livingjourney.org +

Contact Adam divingjourney@gmail.confor more information or to donate to the ecovidag
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Moody Adams, a Friend of LSES, splits his time bsgw Baton Rouge,
LA and Africa. Adams has been using solar to posatiools in Africa.
He and his team of missionaries have been operstilag powered DVD
schools in Sudan and other Africa countries fornat3oyears. The solar
panels are proving adequate to run cameras, DVardecs, and DVD
players. The team now has 100 schools, 80 of wdmietin Africa. Check
in to solar for your next off-grid project.

You can check out Adams’ work on his website:
http://www.moodynews.com/

Highland Road Park Observatory’s"8nniversary
celebration was held November 17, 2007 at the Idiughl
Road location. LSES handed out information onrsola
energy and even had a 170 watt module on sitei$doxs to
better understand the simplicity of solar. Thebehtion
included many activities for children such as theket
launch and space walk. The celebration continatihto
the night with a cake cutting ceremony and staingaz
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LSES will be holding a workshop which will be sponsd by
Gulf South Solar in Baton Rouge. The workshop7is fser
person. The topic will be “How to Install You Ov@ystem”.
Participants will get actual hands on experienaindithe six-
hour workshop. Qualified installers will teach mting,
stringing, inverter mounting, and more. Gulf So8tiiar will
credit the $75 toward the cost of a system desigpkage or
equipment. The workshop is limited to the first@iticipants.
The workshop is scheduled for February 16, 2008 f8e3pm at
Gulf South Solar. Lunch will be provided.

To register, contact Sarahsstrah@lses.org
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Farmers and rural small business owners have agpeartunity to receive financial assistance for
purchasing renewable energy systems and makingeéiciency improvements due to a program created
by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act dd2(Farm Bill). Since inception, the Renewable figge
Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Prograsifunded approximately $23 million in grants and
guaranteed loans each year.

The goal of the program is to bring the economiedi¢s of clean energy production to rural areas of
Louisiana. Eligible renewable energy projectsundel systems that generate energy from solar, wind,
biomass, or geothermal source or that produce lggafrderived from biomass or water using a renewable
energy source. Renewable energy projects candethe generation of electricity, heat, fuels, yarbgen.
Energy efficiency projects typically involve indtab or upgrading equipment that results in sigraifit
reduction of energy use from current operations.

The grant program can fund up to 25 percent oftdégcosts. The maximum grant amount cannot exceed
$500,000 for a renewable energy system or $250@0&n energy efficiency improvement project. The
maximum guaranteed loan is $10,000,000, not toexk&® percent of renewable energy project costs.
Additional information can be obtained http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html

In addition, there will be an upcoming conferentdfionroe, LA entitled "Connecting Agriculture and
Renewable Energy Opportunities” on February 252008. See the Website for more info:
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/AgOutlook/

Or you can contact: Kevin W. Boone, Renewablergn€oordinator
USDA Rural Development
905 Jefferson St., Suite 320
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501
(337) 262-6601 ext. 133
kevin.boone@la.usda.gov
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